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Utilizing the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) Trumpeter Swan 
Species Survival Plan 

(SSP) and Collaborating 
Organizations to 

Facilitate and Advocate 
Waterfowl Conservation

Tiffany Mayo
Cleveland Metroparks 

Zoo

Background:
Ø Full-time keeper at 

Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo-
16+ years

Ø Currently Lead 
Keeper for 
Hospital/
Commissary

Ø TRSW Program 
Leader/Studbook 
Keeper since 
February 2016
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Ø43 Institutions
Ø45.46.15, 106 (89) 

total individuals
Ø36 AZA 

institutions
Ø7 non-AZA

Regional SSP-
North American 
Zoological 
Trumpeter Swan 
Population

Ø Manage and maintain 
a sustainable 
genetically diverse 
population

Ø Support, facilitate 
and promote 
trumpeter swan and 
wetland conservation 
initiatives

Trumpeter Swan 
SSP Goals
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Key players in the 
Trumpeter Swan SSP

Ø Private aviculturists  
Ø Participating facilities- AZA 

and non AZA
Ø Outside organizations- The 

Trumpeter Swan Society
Ø State Department of Natural 

Resources and Federal 
agencies-restoration efforts

Restoration Efforts
Ø Past, Current and Future
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https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Documents/programs/convention/2018/FR-
Session7/SumnerMatteson_TrumpeterSwanPopulationRecovery.pdf

Wisconsin Restoration Success

Current Restoration Programs- Iowa
Ø Iowa- restoration program started in 1995, around 20 zoos have 

participated, hundreds of swans sent over the years, population 
nearing sustainability with ~350 swans 

2016
*NEW Zoo                                           
*Maryland Zoo                                     
*Cleveland Metroparks Zoo                 
*Kansas City Zoo                                  
-15 total cygnets

2017
*Maryland Zoo
*Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
*Kansas City Zoo
*Oklahoma City Zoo
-8 total cygnets

2018
*Maryland Zoo
*Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
*Kansas City Zoo
*Oklahoma City Zoo
*NEW Zoo
*Bronx Zoo
*Topeka Zoo
*Southwicks Zoo
-17 total cygnets
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Dave Hoffman, Wildlife 
Technician, Iowa DNR
Ø Comprehensive 

program with 
expansive local 
involvement and 
educational 
component.

Ø Program includes 
housing the swans 
at a wintering site 
before release in 
the spring  

Ø Releasing swans 
at different lake 
sites in Southern 
Iowa

North Eastern 
Wisconsin (NEW) 
Zoo and 
Adventure Park, 
Green bay, WI

Ø Smaller zoo, 9 
keepers, very 
active in TRSW 
conservation

Ø Cost effective 
to exhibit, 
educate and 
participate in 
waterfowl 
conservation



10/23/18

6

Future 
Restoration 
Opportunities-
Ø Oregon 

restoration 
program

T-shirts for 
Trumpeters:
Ø Fundraiser to 

raise money 
for a 
trumpeter 
swan genetic 
testing project 
within the 
Zoological 
community

Research Proposal for Captive 
Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus 
Buccinator) Genotyping
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“Trumpeting” Zoo Conservation Work 

Ø Written 
Articles     

Ø Social 
Media/Press 
Releases

Ø Fundraisers
Ø Conservation 

talks
Ø Video

• Article written with the 
help of Margaret Smith 
(director of TTSS), 
Carol Hesch (Memphis 
Zoo) and myself  for 
The Trumpeter Swan 
Society Newsletter, 
December 2016
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• Mailing sent out by Cleveland Zoological 
Society to 15,000 households to promote 
support for the annual fund while promoting 
zoo conservation work with the TRSW SSP
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Ø Waterfowl 
conservation 
article in the 
American 
Association 
of Zookeepers 
Animal 
Keepers’ 
Forum-
November/

Ø December 
Issue 2017

Social 
Media/Press 
Releases
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North American 
Non–Lead 
Partnership

Ø A new partnership was 
formed with to help 
educate sportsmen about 
the conservation value of 
switching to non-lead 
ammunition.

Ø Opportunity for zoos to be 
a potential partner to 
develop special programs 
and local partnerships to 
engage with the hunting 
community about lead 
related conservation 
issues

AAZK Fundraiser 
benefitting The 
Trumpeter Swan 
Society
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Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo 
AIP class-
Environmental 
Stewardship
(September 2018) 
Ø Students listened to 

talks about Lights Out 
Ohio and Zoo TRSW 
Conservation along 
with going on 
grounds to TRSW 
exhibit

Ø Talks also presented 
at AZA, volunteer and 
employee meetings at 
Zoo

Promoting 
Conservation-
Ø Inspiring the next 

generation of 
conservationists
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THANK YOU!!


