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Photo: Matías Romano

In-situ Conservation of the 
Ruddy-headed Goose in Chile 

Two geographically and genetically distinct populations

Falkland Islands: 
~ 40,000 birds

Mainland: 
~ 1,000 birds
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Habitat along the San Juan River estuary
Quite different than that utilized in Tierra del Fuego

Feral dogs

Free-range cattle

Accidental/illegal
hunting take

Foxes in Tierra del 
Fuego (introduced)

Habitat modification/
loss to intensified sheep grazing

Sport fishing for salmonids
(introduced)

Population-wide challenges
facing the RHGO mainland 

population
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Popular location for many recreational activities that disrupt nesting/brood rearing 
Rio San Juan challenges

Ashy-headed Geese Upland/Magellan Geese

Competition for grazing and nesting sites
with other sheldgoose species
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Hybridization with the more common AHGO

Collaborative efforts to protect the Ruddy-headed Goose
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Public awareness and signage

Fencing to protect critical brood rearing habitat
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Interpretive signage along river paths

Collecting eggs, rearing and releasing goslings
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Next steps:  
• hiring rangers to patrol nesting habitat

• improving incubation and rearing techniques, increase captive-breeding success
• satellite telemetry  to understand seasonal movements and habitat usage


