Changing Aviculture at the
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W m—

Kat MacPherson



SR EA N AT e v
D e e LA L

Pensthorpe

N ~."~-" -
W Haarten 5 Cley
Sowigfiiian
' e
.‘\I“&I ¢ ram 8
s cied Ohmeh wanl
A 2 Ronndon Coenmnon Crytalam
- o =2 Aomon. Ciar
L R 5 SH0g's Lpne A1088 A0 Nnum_}

2 M NI
* OWatmch : - g &
Gl an L oy

A2 111 ML ) .‘h:v-, i
fox RO entton .‘6mmmr§’nm' w0
oMarch e A ,
Welney ¢ i o
a3 ok, ok
- Al )
% Deungy
A4 e L]
< T £1I0 e
) DD xeh
Al N L
™ {—; i (nle) » av
M s ;
L .
L Ohnmrarcst QP = Camurdy A0 A2
: o LRSS | W



Pensthorpe

* Lakes created form gravel
extraction pits

e Reserve built by Bill Makins
* Once largest bird collection in UK
* Large off show breeding centre

* Bought by Bill and Deb Jordan in
2002

e PCT formed in 2003 to carry on
work of the Pensthorpe Waterfowl|
Trust e
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Captive collection

* Wildfowl and wetland bird collection
* Mill Pond
e Wildfowl
* Waterfall Aviary
* Scaly-sided Merganser, Bear’s Pochard

* Wader Aviary

* Waders, Turtle Doves

* Conservation Centre

 Wetland bird collection

* Cranes, storks, flamingos in mixed species
enclosures




Captive Rearing at PCT

* Hand rearing
* Arnie tanks
e Qutside runs for geese
 Wader rearing
e Corncrakes and cranes

* Parent rearing

* Cranes, storks, ibis, turtle doves, avocets,
geese

* Foster rearing
* Cranes, turtle doves




Changes to the collection

Why the change?
* Changes in public opinion

* Change in ownership
* Jordan’s more interested in native conservation
* Attracting families through play and education

* Impact on the current collection Ffr'ume 4 ‘V’:‘Sth:e’di‘:;::t“’egr:::(‘e“g species
* More focus on native species ‘ | s

* Focus species to educate about wetlands and
farmland
* Cranes, storks, turtle doves, corncrakes
e Showcasing our conservation programmes
* Actively Saving Species




Conservation breeding at the PCT

* 4 main species based programmes
* Red Squirrel
* The Great Crane Project
* Corncrake Reintroduction Programme
e Operation Turtle Dove




Corncrakes

Breeding Group

* Breeding pairs kept in biosecure off-show aviaries
* No public access
* Genetic management of group

Egg and chick data 2012-2015

Rearing

* Puppet rearing
e Researched diet for rearing and live food




Release Programme

* Nene Washes

» Started in 2002. Partnership between Pensthorpe, ZSL, RSPB

* North Elmham

release site

Birds Released

e First Release 2015

60

122

* Private land

89
106

126

119




Operation
Turtle Dove
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Saving a blrd on the brink

Operation Turtle Dove

e Turtle dove is only migratory
dove species in UK

* Huge declines in recent years
e Red list UK breeding bird
e Up-listed to vulnerable on IUCN

Comparison of growth of turtle doves and barbary

. . doves
* Trial programme during 2015 1o
* Continuing in 2016 o
* Cross species foster rearing using 5«
barbary doves =5

Age in days

—@— parent reared turtle doves —@=parent reared barbary doves

—@— foster reared turtle doves
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Saving a bird on the brink

Operation Turtle Dove

e Satellite tracker trial

* Trial using captive doves in
dedicated off-show aviary.

* Titan migration
* Successful press coverage

 Francoise

e 1stturtle dove tagged in African
wintering grounds



Changes in Aviculture at the PCT

* Once one of the largest captive
collections in UK

* Change to more native species
and focus on conservation
programmes

* Move away from exotic wildfowl
breeding

* Main differences between
captive breeding for release and
for public collection

e Future conservation







